
February 2020Upcoming Events
West End Association 
Meetings 
4th Tuesdays at 6:00PM in the 
West End Room 
William G. White YMCA   
775 W End Blvd, Winston-Salem 
Next Meeting  
Feb. 25 - Election of 
Board members 
 
Historic Resources 
Commission Meetings 
1st Wednesdays at 4:00 pm  
Next:  Oct. 2, Bryce A. Stuart 
Municipal Building Room 530 
Winston-Salem 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
Applications  
Submittal deadline no later than 
5:00 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month before the next HRC 
meeting. 

West End Collections 
Garbage & Yard Waste 
Thursdays, weekly. 
 
Blue Bin Recycling Red Zone, 
every other Monday.  
Feb. 10 & 24 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 2020! 
Renew your West 
End  Membership 
Today! Details at 
historicwestend.org

The West Ender is published by 
the West End Association  
thewestender@yahoo.com 

Follow us on FaceBook 
West End Neighbors Association

and
West End Neighborhood Watch 
our neighborhood crime watch 
group.

historicwestend.org
Wanda Merschel - West End Champion

Wanda Merschel, West End Champion, 
Neighborhood Advocate and City Council 
Member 
The West End lost one of its pioneering 
neighborhood champions on January 3, 2020 
after a prolonged illness. 
In 1989, John and Wanda Merschel moved to 
the city’s West End neighborhood and began 
refurbishing their early 1900s home.  Interest 
and involvement in preserving the historic na-
ture of the West End spurred two decades of 
public service for Wanda. She served as Presi-
dent of the West End Association (1992-1994) 
before her election in 1997 to the Winston-Sa-
lem Board of Aldermen (the City Council since 
2003). In 2001 she became the chair of the City 
Finance Committee, a post that she held un-
til her retirement from the Council in 2013.  
She was the longest serving female chair of the 
Winston-Salem City Council’s Finance Com-
mittee.
As President of the West End Association, the 
city’s oldest neighborhood association, Wan-
da guided the organization as it completed its 
application to become the city’s first Historic 
Overlay District – a designation that promotes 
appropriate development with an emphasis 
on preservation of the historical character of 
the neighborhood. West End President Chris 
Chapman (President 1986-1987) and many 
other West Enders saw the official listing of 
the overlay in 1986. Wanda provided strong 
support for the final adoption of the West End 
Historic Overlay District by the City Planning 
Board. 

She took personal interest in preservation 
of the West End neighborhood. She played 
a major role in back zoning West End to 
RSQ (primarily single family detached 
dwellings). The previous zoning designation 
allowed commercial development within the 
neighborhood. She personally encouraged the 
preservation and renovation of several historic 
homes that might otherwise have been lost.
Wanda will be missed. Her husband John is still 
committed to the neighborhood and serves on 
the board of the West End Association.

-Adapted From text shared by Karen Johnson

Wanda Merschel (Apr. 14, 1950-Jan. 3, 2020)

West End Association Annual Meeting, 6PM, February 25, 2020
Nominees from the Board of Directors for Election:

For president: Breonte Guy
For President-elect: Victoria Goral

New board members: Michael & Kimberly Wiseman, Peter Kramer, George Bryan
Additional nominees will be accepted at the meeting.



FOR SALE: Two Historic West End Houses for RELOCATION

Augsburg Lutheran Church has decided that two 
historic houses that have stood on West Fifth Street 

in Winston-Salem for more than a century must go. The 
church has received permission to remove two houses 
located on their property in the 800 block of West Fifth 
Street in the West End Historic District. The Forsyth 
County Historic Resources Commission granted a COA 
(Certificate of Appropriateness, Case COA2019-082) on 
September 5, 2019 that can only block demolition of the 
two houses until September 4, 2020. 

By North Carolina law, the HRC can only delay demolition 
of a house, even one that is a contributing structure, in the 
Historic Overlay for 365 days after which time the owner 
is allowed to proceed. Prior to demolition of a house the 
owner is required to demonstrate to the HRC that all 
possibilities for saving the structure have been exhausted. 
Before demolition or relocation the owner must provide the 
HRC staff with a comporehensive set of digital interior and 
exterior photographs, dimensioned floor plan and elevation 
drawings, and a dimensioned site plan. Any future use of the 
property where the houses once stood must comply with 
the Historic Overlay Guidelines in place at the time and will 
require approval of the HRC. Both Fifth Street houses are 
contributing structures in the West End National Register 
Historic District. 

Preservation Forsyth is working with the West End 
Neighborhood Association to preserve these two important 
historic structures through their sale and relocation.  The 
houses are for sale for $1.00 to buyers willing and able 
to relocate them. The houses could be eligible for the 
North Carolina and federal preservation tax credits. For 
more information, or to make arrangements to see the 
houses contact George Edwards at Preservation Forsyth:  
info@preservationforsyth.org. 

J.J. Easley House
851-855 W. 5th Street
Built between 1902 and 1903 by J.J. Easley, a local oil 
dealer. The Easley house is a simple late Victorian two-
story structure with clipped gables, and a detailed front 
bay window. The first-floor features hardwood floors, 
plaster walls, and some plaster ceilings and some 
acoustical tile ceilings. The second floor contains two 
full bathrooms and five bedrooms along with a large 
laundry/common area. The basement was previously 
used as an office space and contains a raised floor, 
furred out gypsum wall board walls, and one half bath.  
The house has approximately 3800 square feet.  

The Easley House is for sale for $1 until 2/14/20. 
Frank L. Matthews House 
823 W. 5th Street

Built in 1908, the Matthews House is a two-story 
Colonial Revival structure, currently being used as 
commercial office space. The original portion of the 
building has two bay windows. The interior of the 
space features carpet, hardwood floors, plaster walls, 
many original doors, and original prism glass door 
lights and transom at the front door. There are ornate 
fireplaces and mantels in the house as well as a beautiful 
stained glass window at the stair landing. 

There are several offices on both the first and second 
floors of the original house, and one full bath on the 
second floor. The first floor addition on the west end of 
the house contains a main lobby area with some office 
areas in the rear, breakroom and two half-baths. In the 
addition, floors are carpet and ceilings are acoustical 
tile. The rear addition contains three rooms and two 
half baths that are directly accessible from the original 
house. The finished basement is beneath the addition 
only, and it has carpeted floors, acoustical tile ceilings, 
and two-half baths. Total square footage including all 
additions is 8553 square feet.  

The Mathews House is for sale for $1 until 3/31/20.

CONTACT George Edwards at Preservation Forsyth:  
info@preservationforsyth.org

Stained glass windows, Mathews House, East side



Historic Houses  FOR  SALE for Relocation - $1.00

J.J. Easley House, 851-855 W. 5th Street Winston-Salem
For sale for $1.00. Available until 2/14/2020. 

Frank L. Matthews House, 823 W. 5th Street, Winston-Salem
For sale for $1.00. Available until 3/31/20.

FINAL DRAFT of the Newly Revised Guidelines for the West End Historic Overlay 
PUBLIC  HEARING  on adoption APRIL 1, 2020

https://www.cityofws.org/1461/West-End-Historic-Overlay-Design-Review- 



2019 West End Association Board
Officers: Jo Ann Mount - President    Clint Buss - Vice President   
   David Elam - Treasurer          Jan and Jake Wharton - Secretary
Board Members:  Dan Bradley, Victoria and Kevin Goral, Breonte Guy and Matt Early, Alex 
Helsabeck , Margaret Hermann , Frank Johnson, and John Merschel 
The West Ender is published by the West End Association, PO Box 21054, Winston-Salem, NC 
27120.  Reach us by email: TheWestEnder@yahoo.com,   Visit our website: historicwestend.org
On Facebook at West End Neighbors Association and at West End Neighborhood Wacth

West End Association Membership
Annual dues: $20 per household. Annual business membership: $80 per business, contact us for 
details about business memberships (TheWestEnder@Yahoo.com)
Visit historicwestend.org to renew by PayPal or mail your check to West End Assoc., PO Box 

21054, Winston-Salem, NC 27120

Renew YOUR West End Membership for 2020 TODAY!
   Dues: $20 per household or $80 per business member (includes ad in newsletter and web site).

Visit historicwestend.org to renew by PayPal or mail your check with the form below.
Name(s):       
Email:          
Address:       
City, Zip:       
Phone:      Are you a first time member?  

Mail to West End Assoc., PO Box 21054, Winston-Salem, NC 27120

By PayPal at http://historicwestend.org/about-wea/join/


