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February 7th
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Why We Chose the West End 
The Perspective from a New Neighbor
- Patrick Beeson, West End Resident 

The West End was our home even before it became our home.

This isn’t supposed to make sense, but stay with me OK?

My wife and I visited Winston-Salem for the first time last year when I was interviewing for 
what would become my current job with Wake Forest University. As we circled off business 
40 to First Street, we marveled at the large, old houses on the edge of what we later learned 
was the West End neighborhood.

We traveled around Hanes Park and the neighboring schools, past the wonderful row 
of businesses such as the West End Opera House, and up Reynolda towards Wake. 
We would do more exploring later.

Heck, at this point we hadn’t found places like Mock Orange Bicycles and City Beverage. 
(Two of my favorite things are bikes and beer.)

After I accepted my position with Wake, the house-hunt started in earnest. We knew the 
West End was where our hearts were, but our bank account? Not so much.

We looked at a number of so-so houses in Ardmore and even off Robinhood Road. Perhaps 
out of frustration or curiosity, we expanded our budget and ventured back into the West End.

Then we found it. The house that we’d buy a month later. The house we really didn’t need to see 
the inside of because we loved it from the curb. The house that we still feel guilty to live in today.

It’s certainly not what many folks looking for a home would love. Our house is nearly 100 years old. 
It has character.

It’s also just a short drive away from a strip club, though I try not to mention that part in 
conversation. There are the shifty characters tromping their way up First Street, those 
noisy scooters occasionally buzzing down our road, and likely more mischief that we’re 
not aware of yet.

But that’s all part of the character that makes the West End unique. It’s not the suburbs, 
nor do we want it to be.

Our house is part of the history of Winston-Salem. And it’s now part of our family’s history as well.

Project We Care – A Program 
from the City of Winston-Salem
- Susan Morris, WEA Vice President

The President of the United States designated January 19, 
2009 as a National Day of Service in an effort to reignite the 
American tradition of service and volunteerism, and rally our 
nation to commit to service in our communities. As a continu-
ation of this initiative, Council Member Vivian H. Burke started 
Project We Care whereby citizens of Winston-Salem were asked 
to make an ongoing commitment to our communities to come 
together in shared purpose to tackle the common challenges 
we face, and neighborhood groups, non-profit organizations, 
and citizens of Winston-Salem joined together to demonstrate  
their commitment to meeting community needs. The activities 
varied, but all of their acts were geared toward improving the 
quality of life throughout the area.
 
On Tuesday, January 17th, I attended the Project We Care 
reception at City Hall, where community volunteers and 
groups were acknowledged for their volunteer service. West End 
neighbor, Missie Vaughn, and I were honored to represent the 
Northwest Ward with our individual volunteer efforts.
 
Several neighborhood associations were represented at the 
reception, and I would like to have the West End Association 
recognized for their community service in January 2013. Over 
the next year, there will be several opportunities for neighbors 
to volunteer for programs through the West End Association. 
Please check the WEA web site and the newsletter for commu-
nity volunteer opportunities. We will keep track of the volunteer 
hours that we have logged as an association and can proudly 
represent our neighborhood at the Project We Care reception 
next January.
 
Volunteering is a great way to get to know your neighbors while 
you are giving back to the community. We look forward to 
volunteering with you in 2012!
 



Accomplished Bodywork,
Massage & Lypossage

John M. DeSalvo, LMBT #10673

accomplishedbodywork.com

453 West End Blvd.,  (upstairs)
336-899-8844

Experience, Integrity, Professionalism
Refinishers of bathtubs, tiles, countertops and more.

Winston-Salem, 336-725-7500
Greensboro, 336-272-4860

www.acequalityglazing.com

1131 Burke Street | 336-723-0060
www.OldWinstonSocialClub.com

Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church

845 W 5th Street Winston-Salem, NC 27101
Sunday Service: 8:30 & 11:00

Complete Auto Care
Engine & Body Repair

1160 W. First Street

336-725-0486

Sam Ogburn, Jr.
1056 Burke Street • 336-748-0700

ogburnproperties.com

Levin, Spinnett & 
Company, L.L.P.
Business Constultants
Ceritified Public Accountants

1025 West First Street | W-S, NC 27101
Phone 336-725-4279 | Fax 336-724-6652
www.webcpa.net

THU • FRI • SAT
11:00 am - 5:00 pm

For appointment call: 336-575-3004
336-414-6188 • 336-971-0099
goatfeathers908@gmail.com

908 S Poplar Street | Winston-Salem, NC

336-970-1795 • 336-593-8311
Andy Lawson, Owner • arl250@aol.com
www.lawsonlawnserviceandlandscaping.com

Lawson’s Lawn Service 
and Landscaping
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call Anytime for Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured

Membership Application

Name:______________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City:________________________  State:_ __________ Zip:____________________________

Home Phone:________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________________

o Regular Membership $20/yr

o Business Membership $30 /yr

o Business Membership plus Advertising 

    In The West Ender $80/yr
 

___I am already on the WEA Listserv    ___ Please add me to the WEA Listserv
 
I am interested in Volunteering for the following WEA Committees:
 
___ West End Newsletter (___Contributing Writer, ___Delivery, ___ Advertising)
 
___ Event Volunteer (___Easter Egg Hunt, ___Fourth of July, ___ArtsFest)
 
___ Neighborhood Beautification ( ___Quarterly Cleanups, ____ Garden Club)

Please enclose check in the 

appropriate amount and mail to: 

The West End Association

P.O. Box 21054, Winston-Salem, NC 27120-1054

 

N E I G H B O R H O O D
A S S O C I A T I O N

2012 WEA Annual Meeting

February 7th

Everyone is encouraged to attend.
Board members will be voted in.

Join in Our Work as a Supporting Member of WEA
- J. Eric Elliott, WEA Treasurer

There were 52 paid members in 2011, less than half the highest number in any one recent year, but 
over the last four years nearly 200 different households have been paying WEA members. We’re very 
grateful for that support. Still, that’s but a fraction of eligible neighborhood households. Where do our 
monies go? Current assets of the WEA total $25,070.10, of which $23,382.98 are undesignated for 
a specific use (specific set-asides are the ARTSfest Fund and for House Plaque payments).  Of those 
unrestricted funds, $15,032.35 are in our reserve account.  For comparison purposes, in the late 90s, 
accounts averaged $10-$15K in our operating checking account with a $20K CD reserve. Reserve 
funds come from House Tour proceeds over the years largely, and help fund both unexpected ex-
penses like legal bills and larger creative improvements to the community. In the last few years alone,  
WEA reserves have helped add amenities like the historic district’s gateway signage and a period 
clock, plantings and a retaining wall at Grace Court; crepe myrtles along Burke Street; a county plaza 
statue for West End’s leading craft brickmaker George Black; and help to the newly arriving River Run 
Film Festival. Ideas for use of these funds come from neighbors as ways to benefit neighbors, and we
invite your participation in seeing that each area of West End should see benefit from their use. News-
letter ads fund the newsletter, ARTSfest funds itself with no net out; and annual programs, socials and 
operating expenses ideally come from membership dues. Dues are important to what we can do in 
a given year without sacrificing savings for bigger projects which take several years to save for. In the 
economy of recent years, House Tour proceeds have helped cover operating expenses while member-
ship dues have lagged. Finally, apart from helping our ability to spend on good things, the larger our 
paid and active membership, the stronger we are able to speak on behalf of the whole neighborhood 
when our Association lobbies for government action. So please invest in the future of our neighbor-
hood, and help us celebrate our community today. Pay your household’s $20 membership dues today 
- at POB 21052, W-S, NC 27120; or online at www.historicwestend.org

New Roll-Out Recycle Carts

The new 96 gallon roll-out recycle carts were delivered last week to West End homes. Please do 
not use the carts until April 2nd. Please continue to use the green bins until then. Special trucks 
are needed to collect the blue carts and they will not be available until April 2nd. After April 2nd, 
you may begin using them, placing ALL of your recycling (no sorting) into the carts. For a short 
video about the carts and their use, go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BwQjlgYaLoA&featur
e=youtu.be


