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WHAT HAS THE WEST END DONE FOR YOU LATELY? 
-- An Inquiry by Wendy, the West End Windbag 

Well, for openers, it's not every neighborhood that has an annual 
Christmas party to which everyone is invited and at which the gentlefolk 
who show up are glad they did. This year's tasteful affair at the home of 
TV personality Judy Hunt and her kept man David Wallace maintained Ye Olde 
Traditions. Except for the jerk who brought a store-bought box of 
pretzels, this season's party-goers created a delicious feast of home-made 
savories and sweets which over the years has made West End celebrations the 
envy of the civilized finger-food world. And, oh yes, what about that 
lovely Christmas tree standing proudly in the gazebo at Grace Court? This 
season's tree was donated by our neighborhood's very own Ron Rash (1304 W. 
4th), who owns Rash's Tree Patch, on Reynalda Road, right behind Piedmont 
Craftsmen (Craftspersons?). 

Let's not forget the pleasure that comes when good neighbors become 
better neighbors. My good friend, Ann Freeman, dropped over for lime tea 
and Madeleines the other afternoon, and she was giddy with praise. "I've 
lived next door to the YMCA property for 41 years. Was it 20 years ago they 
built?" She took a sip of her tea. "Anyway, my Little Folks all watched. At 
first, it was all unfriendly cement and brick, and the West End 89id 'Plant 
something!' They did -- I've counted 172 trees and many shrubs -- and it 
helped a lot. There's a new director, Bob Caldwell -- a splendid man, very 
neighborly and congenial. He's started two small Japanese gardens." Ann 
paused to ingest her third Madeleine. "I've tried to help by adding a holly 
hedge, and I hope to do something for the side yard." You can bet old 
Wendy is going to come over and check out the work. 

Speaking of Things Past, I was reminiscing Wednesday evening with some 
of the younger people in the community -- well, they're well into their 
40's, but everything's relative, including one's aunts and uncles. Which 
is what we were discussing, how ten years or so ago, there was a most 
wonderful effort known as the West End Baby-Sitting Co-op. Kathy Welch and 
Martha Harper had a lot to do with getting it started. The thing was so 
called-for, it quickly grew to about two dozen families. The way it worked 
was, if you needed a baby-sitter, you had this long list of Co-op members, 
and you'd call around until you could get someone. You wouldn't pay money 
to the sitters; instead, the sitters would rack up "points," based on how 
many hours they had to spend sitting, and how many kids you had, and 
whether they were keeping them at your house or theirs. And "Super-points" 
were handed out for over-nights. And once a month, folks would get 
together for a pot-luck and the kids would run around and the adults would 
enjoy each other's company and bring everybody up to date as to how many 
points (plus or minus) each family had. The beauty of it was, everybody 
helped raise everybody else's children, like aunts and uncles, which was a 
lovely thing. 
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City !Bwew5e Company 
YOUI COMPLETE PACKAGE STOIE 

Complete Uneaf American & Imported Wines, 
Beers & Mixes 

908 BURKE STREET 
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725-1481 

SCULPTURE DESIGN 
CARPE'IS INC • 
Custom Made Area Russ 

By Barbara Netto 
Lewisville. NC 

919-945-2189 By Appl. 

Residential & Commercial 
Fire & Water Damage Restoration 

Remodeling • Renovation 

IF THE NEW YORK TIMES CAN DO A "YEAR IN REVIEW," 
WELL, SO, TOO, CAN THE WEST ENDER! 

In January, West End volunteers congratulated themselves for a 
successful Christmas House Tour the month before, and homeowners cele
brated or lamented the striking increase in our appraised property tax 
values. February saw annual elections as well as the official approval 
by the Planning Board and Aldermen of the West End as a Local Historic 
District, after a decade-long struggle. In March and April, guided by re
elected High-priestess Wanda Merschel, activists explored ways of build
ing bridges, both within our community and between the West End and other 
neighborhoods. In the merry month of May, zoning decisions, parking 
problems, and concerns about crime commanded the attention of your 
Association's Board. Discussion of these matters continued throughout 
the summer months, which was marked by another enjoyable West End Fourth 
Street of July Party. September was highlighted by the third annual 
Festival in Grace Court, a remarkably successful event. October was a 
lovely, quiet month in the life of our community. In November, the new 
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UDO -- Unified Development Ordinance -- and its 
likely impact on the West End became a warm topic 
of discussion. Wendy has told you all about 
December's festivities. 

If all this seems rather sleepy stuff, perhaps 
"no news" really IS "good news." Yet, as this 
edition was all set to go to the printer, we read 
in the Journal of the act of murderous violence in 
an otherwise peaceful apartment building on Forsyth 
Street. And we read an article about FIRST and its 
encouraging beginnings, citing the controver~y it 
sparked in our neighborhood. Stressing the need for 
more such programs, a Corrections spokesman stated 
"There could be a FIRST in every neighborhood." 
Yet, further down, the reporter mentioned that the 
new zoning ordinance would forbid such programs in 
single-family residential districts, while allowing 
them in districts such as ours. Dear reader, do you 
notice a certain (predictable) inconsistency here? 
Your editor, a person who makes a significant 
portion of his livelihood trying to help society's 
so-called "losers" in the Criminal Courts, person
ally supports efforts like FIRST. I don't subscribe 
to the NIMBY or BANANA syndromes ridiculed by a 
resident of Bermuda Run, of all places. But still 
I ask "WAMBY? -- Why Always My Back Yard?" 

The beat does go on. So relax, take courage, 
pray for wisdom, and have a happy New Year. 

PIZZA SUBS 
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ADVANCED ENVIRONMENTAL 
SYSTEMS 

Hydronic Heating Units Tankless water Heaters 
Ductless Cooling Units Biogenic Air Purifiers 

3034 Tre,,_ Dr., W-S, NC 27103 
919-768-4378 (Office) 9am-5pm 
919-725-3646 (Home) 7pm-11pm 
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ADVERTISERS OF THE MONTH 

878 WEST FOURTH STREET 
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It's time to storm out to the mall, return those 
dreadful objects your wealthy but over-controlling 
brother-in-law and his Ohl-so-sweet wife cynically 
passed off to you this year, cash your Christmas 
bonus check, ease back home to the West End, and go 
on a New Year's shopping spree! 

You want Antiques? 
You want an Apartment for your Momma to rent? 

You Want a work of Art? 
You want Beer (domestic or imported)? 

You want a custom-made Carpet? 
You want some Chicken livers and stewed tomatoes? 

You want Exercise at the YM? 
You want Garden goodies? 

You want a Guitar? 
You want affordable Heat? 

You want a Home to buy? 
You want home Improvements? 

You want Perennials? 
You want a Piano? 

You want a Pizza? 
You want to Re-decorate? 

You want a curried chicken salad Sandwich? 
You want fresh Seafood? 

You want Someone to shop for you? 
You want a new Stove? 

You want a Tune-up? 
You want a Work-out at the YW? 

You want a Vacation? 
You want a Video? 

You want new Wallpaper? 
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HOME REAL &TATE Co. 
Full Service Sale & Rental 

Since 1906 

100 S. Marshall Street• 722-1137 

ffiaGellan 
,_ Travel 

Darlene Wiiiiamson 
President 

843 Burke St. •Winston-Salem, NC 27101 
Telephone & Fax 919-631-9311 

YOU WANT THE FOLKS WHO ADVERTISE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Notice: the January Meeting of the West End Association will take 
place at the Merschel's house at 1211 w. 4th St. on Tuesday, January 4th, 
at 7:30 p.m. The Annual Meeting, which features elections and a special 
presentation, is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, February 8th, at 7:30 
p.m., at a spacious "public" locale to be announced. 

CENTRAL YMCA 
--~- \V 
~- The Place 
.!:;,;~~-- Where You Belong 
11 ., •. ., ... : 919·722·1163 

Mmy and 0..W Newbury 
4Ul-End Bl..t_ 

-.Salem, NC 27IOl 

Gifts for Gardeners & their Gard.ens 

Nancy Stteblow 
Kitchen Operations 
463 'Nest End Bhd. 

WlDSlOrt-Sa.lern, NC 27101 
(919) 722-7XJ1 

1'un - Sat 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
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Bill Warlick 

PERENNIALS 
DAYULY 
ASllLBE 
HOSI'A 

765-4906 
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WINSTON and SALEM? 

John & Wanda Merschel 
1211 W. Fourth Street 
Winston-Salem NC 27101 
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"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the 
age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of 
belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, 
it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the 
winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before 
us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the 
other way . • . • " 

Editor: Bill Gibson - 724-0776 
Business Manager: Bill Wise - 761-0906 
Circulation: Cathy Long - 723-3935 

Chuck Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Address: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

( ) New Member (Less than 1 year residence, free membership) 
( ) ReneWlll 
( ) $15 Regular Membership 
( ) SS Senior Otiz.en or Full-Time Student 
( ) $75 C.Orporate or Business Membership 

Please enclose check in the appropriate amount and mail to: 
The West End Association, P.O. Box 10055 Salem Station, Winston-Salem, N.C. 27108 
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