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By and for the 
West End Neighborhood 

DEDICATION OF GRACE COURT 

With great flourish and style the efforts of the association and 
particularly Barbara Smitherman to restore Grace Court were recognized in a 
program of dedication held on Sunday, September 20, 1981. The weather was 
perfect and standing there one could sense the importance and the truely 
remarkable nature of the occasion. The Board wishes to thank all of those 
who helped and gave their time, effort, and money towards this accomplish
ment, w. A. Armfield in dedicating the Gazebo in memory of his wife, Lucy 
Fallen Armfield, after commenting on the specialness of the occasion an
nounced that Malcom McLean and the Armfield family would see that the 
execution of the entire plan for the restoration of Grace Court is completed. 
This will entail the construction of a brick wall along the entire length 
of the alley which marks the northern boundary of the park~ and perhaps 
some resurfacing of the sidewalks which wind through the court. 

The West End flag commissioned by Thorns and Perry Craven, and 
executed by Linda Dell, was flown for the first time at this ceremony. The 
turn-out for the dedication was large and it was difficult for those in 
attendance not to notice how important the history and development of the 
West End has been to the history and development of Winston-Salem itself. 
Recognizing that one can never go home again, or more precisely that com
munities can never forever remain the same, we think it important that 
those of us who live in the West End not forget the truely unique history 
of this neighborhood, and accordingly, we are publishing begining with this 
issue of the West Ender, a multi-part history of the West End. This article 
was originally written by Bill East for the then Twin City Sentinel and 
published in that newspaper in its Monday evening edition on March 19, 1962 . 

GRACE COURT - JAZZ CONCERT 

Jazz ensemble from the School of the Arts will perform in Grace 
Court on Sunday, October 18, at 5:30 p.m. - all West End residents and their 
friends are welcome, please make an effort to attend, as your participation 
and enjoyment of these performances is directly related to our ability t o 
continue to schedule such events. Bring a picnic if you wish, but come -
it ought to be a very exciting and enjoyable way to spend a Sunday Evening. 
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~~:·.e :3.:!p'l. o;::;rnbe:..."." rneeting was held at. th~ home of Bn!tV~T u. a.c.~ itence 
Callahan oi', Septern":..er 8 , with Sf~ven of t he twel~;e board members .~_; ,tl all of the 
~fficers p r·sent. 

ThYee of the candidates for the North West. Paras Aldermen s eat 
:;:,;;!sponded to Pre!:iident Bill Ha:..-p-el · ' s in'>ri tation to ' p.':"~ sent their views . n.artha 
Wc odt ~Jonathan Edwards , and GerG.l~: Hopkins outlineC. th.eir posi\:ions, responded 
t o qu.;; :5 t.t.ons from the group, a;12 he:a r ::i. the needs o f t he co,1";;u...., i ty. 

The Board passed a mvtl(.-..-·. 4 -;·ihic~.., prvv:iC.es f or fi :l . .Ling vacanc i.::s 
on the Board from the list of car~<li~at1.._. .. "". ·. t t;e last el ectim. ~ 'l'he twelve 
seats :.:are divided .into two gr0t~ps · .. :·~ -: h .-: i "': ~sats up for el~cti.on ~a.ch year. 
Vac.:.inc: :.e s will be Z. i ~. ~ed h };' -.::.~;:; cane ... ~ .• ·cc -...ith the .n~xt highest rn.imt-2:; o f 
votes :.n the last eJ.2ct i on . 

Renee Callahan repor~ ·ed OH "!oning ac-..: :l.vi.ties. '/ ne present la·t':l' :L z; 
vague ~~best and permits the politica~ly astute tc accomplish whatever L. : y 
want as demenstrated by two recent cases in West End. In both cases it appears 
that the city is sued building permits for changes which were not permitted under 
the law. When the violations were brought to the attention of the city, the 
property owners were permitted to re-deed the land with adjoining property so 
that requirements could be met. The fact that the adjoining property is i.n use 
which prevents it from contributing to the new vermit is a loop-hole not covered 
in the present law . Other citie£ which have ;:i!::eady passed tt.ronqh the trans
ition from t olt!n to business conrnuni. t y i:tave fo· .. 1r1d an advantage i. two zoning 
classifications for residential are·&s. RIR pen;ti ·cs resident.i;.-:1 use only. RIB 
permits limited business use. The "West End Association wi_l }. work with other 
civic groups toward this type revision of the zoning regulations. 

Joyce Gravlee suggests that each of us try to contact the families 
who occupied our house in the past to try to get pictures and memory accounts 
of the community for the History of West End. We would be arming for a "gather
ing of friends" during the summer of 1982 when former residents could review 
pictures , renew old friendships, and probably restart an old fued or two. 
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PART I 

.'nfE HISTORY or THE WEST END" 

On the niqht o f .Janua ry 4, 1886, the lar9e, red pressed bric k 
residence of Mr . and !4rs. M. N. Williamson, located near the present site 
of Centenar y Methodist Church, wa.s br i lliantly lighted. Up the driveway 
and under t he overhanging trees c ame carriages bri ng i ng • e n and wocen t o 
the mos t i.J.portant social event of the season, the •eal Masque." 

At exactly 9 p . 11., the ausic started in the ballrooin, and the 
quests in coatu..11 and aaska, beq•n to dance. ~ch tried to gueH who the 
other wa.s . 

'!VO hours later, at a signal from the orchestra, the masks came 
off. 

Mary Gorrell was Y\8!1 Yum frDlll •Mikado . • R. J . Reynolds was Pete r 
Hunch . Henry Ro&n wu Domino . kalte Bitt i nq was a fu.rtune teller . Flora 
lDtt vas dreued in a red, vhite and blue costume a.s Columbia. 

Krs . Mary Ben ton came as the Western Sentinel (predecesso r to the 
'nl i n City Sentinel), wearing the newspaper's current edi tion prin ted o n wh i t e 
cambri c . H. Montague was Unc le Saa, Watt Martin was Robin Hood . And o n a nd 

After the •usic started again, a 9roup o f civic leaders gathered 
in one c o r ner to discuss a ques tion that had been qaining attention among 
Winston r esidents: 

"It the West End section of town, of which the Williamson home 
with its air o f southern luxury was r e presentative, i s so enjoyable to us, 
why would it not be enjoyable to others - especially those frOlft out of town ? " 

Ideas EXchanged 

When Veralla's Italian band p layed its f inal tWle at 1:30 a.m . 
and the par ty broke up, the ques t i on had not been resolved , but a l o t o f 
ideas h6d been exchanged. 

As the Wi nston social set s a id qoodbye, scmne o f the men paused 
momentarily t o peer down dark , muddy Fi ft h Street toward •the suaDit" a nd 
wonder, if indeed, i t had a future. 

I n the next f o ur ye a rs, tho ugh , there was very li t tle med i tati ng 
a.bout t hat tutu.re . Those who fe lt the West End section of town had a grea t 
potential aoved rapidl y with an o rganizat ion . 

'lbe me n who formed the West End Hotel a nd Land COllpany had this 
t heory: 

Winston 's business district , laid out when the land was purc hased 
from the moravians in 1849, was likel y to develop in a north - south direct ion, 
with most of it 9oin9 northward since Salem already ..,as at the south li111.its of 
the town. 

Si nce the railroad yards and the industry that we nt alongs i d e 
them had been ph.c ed just east of the business district, this left only the 
west section of town for a prime reside nt ia l area . 

The h o tel was finished i n record time f o r a structure o f its 
size and was i.mDed i ately placed in use. Guest s beqan t o arriv e i n Wins ton 
from throug hou t t he eastern s eaboard . 

Formed Bi g Loop 

The street ra i lway had been extended to the hotel . The t.racks 
formed a b i g loop in fron o f the building, acco untin9 a t least i n part f or 
the wide s wing in Glade Street at this point today. 

While some of the guests rode the new street railway t o the ho t e l, 
others preferred the elegance of the hotel's own buggy which tnet every tra i n 
at the depot at Third and Chestnut Streets . 

The late Attorne y Eugene E. Gray , a leader i n the format ion of t he 
hote l corporation , r ecalled once i n an interview: 

•The bui ld i ng o f the hotel . .. started wha t 11.i 9ht be ca lled a boom 
,and attracted a great deal of attention to t h e town ." 

From the north veranda, there vas a clear view of the Blue Ridge 
111euntains. Acros s on the oppos ite hi ll , the g uests could watc h cad e ts 
drilling a t Davis Military School, whi c h formed the cu.pus used today by 
the Child.r•n ' G H01ne . 

Afternoon s a n d e veninqs , a 12-piece orc:heatra fu.rnished mus ic. 
Two eve nings a week, there we re dances o n the ve randa . Mrs. J. :E. Al exander, 
who toda r l ives only a short distance frocn t h e site o f the hotel, reca ll s 
that it was a "real thr i ll " to be invited to the dances . 

The hotel stayed rather full all year . It was enjoying good 
business on Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 1892, when disaster struck after 
only 18 month.a of existence. ' 

A a bout of "'fire " cue frClll the laundry in the rear of the hote l 
about 11 • . m. Employees rushed to the scene, but the blaze already vas out 
of c ont rol. 

Guests were warned . They helped carry thei r own belong i ngs and 
what hot.el furni tu.re they coW~ lift into t he area that is now Grac e Court. 

Andrew J. Peddyco rd , driving the Salui f i re e ngine . c &JTle dashin g 
up Cherry Street . Jus t as he was about t o turn i n to Fourth, he s pied the 
Wi nsto n stre amer with W. F . Kei t h at the con trols . It was bein g pulled by 
a s treet c:ar . 

•I'll go by ' em this time ! " Peddy c ord shouted . Croppi ng the 
reins on his fine pair of black horses, he ho llered , "'Go!" and gave chase 
to the streetcar . 

When Ped.dycord reached the Walker Tobacco Factory, now the 

Greystone Motor Hotel, he shouted, "Goodbye!" to th• Winston fireen and 
rushed by their streetcar - pulled streamer. 

When the 9allant driver of SaleJ!l'a •RQugh and Ready" fire com
p&ny reached the hotel, he laid out the hose line and coupled it to a ne._ 
hydrant . He found there wa s no water . 

And the Wes t End had somethi09 t o o ffer the town tha t no e ther 
section had then - a h i 9h ridge extendi ng froro the present north end o f 
Spruce Street all the way vest and south t o what is now Craft o n He i qh ts. 

Winston ' s leaders didn't say so at firs t, but what wa s in t he 
back of their minds was a long line of resort hotels - fir s t one , t hen 
another and finally - "Winston - Resort Capital of the Piedmont . " 

They had all the elements they need e d, the leaders reasoned. 
• hiqh site overlooking a Madow with miles and miles of forests beyond . . 
a a ild climate with cool breezes in the S\m91\er .. . and a hiqh c ultural at.l!los
phere furnished by the hemes and leaders of the West End. 

It was easy t o believe in suc h a t heory on paper , bu t whe n it 
caae to puttin9 down money , SOlne of Winston ' s leaders balked, b u t t he y were 
few . The others s a i d , •i..t•s t r y it ." 

On ma y 2 3 , 1890, the hotel and land ccmpa ny was i ncorpora t ed 
for Sl00.000 vi th J,000 s.ha r u o f SlOO par va l ue i;toc:k. 

W. A. Whitake r , f i rst president o f the COlllpany, bought $10,000 
vorth of stock . So d i d R. J . Reynolds, T . L. Va ughn , Or . H. T. Bahnsen. 
Joseph A. Bitting, J . w. Fries and E. L . Hawks. The biggest pu r chase wen t 
t o s . w. Jamison '" a nd others" - S30,000 wort. h. 

After the financ ial phase o f t h e ca.mpa iqn had be e n COfl'lpelted 
succeufully, the developers moved rapidl y. 

Hawks, a prOlllOter from New Yo rk Ci t y , interested Frank J. Spn:iq.J_ 
of Spraque Motors in hel p i nq Winston build a n electric street ra il way - a 
• mu st" for the deve l opme n t o f West End. 

J . L . Lud low wa s h ired as the civil engi neer in c harg e of lay i ng 
out Wie s t End. In tr y i ng to ke e p its boundar ies e nci r c led "" ith a bro a d 
s treet, hie laid out West End Boulev a r d - one of the IJIOSt raJl'lbl inq streets 
in town . 

The corpora tion bought 100 a cre s of land beyond the western 
bounda ry of Wins ton ( then loca t e d about the presen t s ite of Sumnit Street} 
fr om Henry Fr i es of Sa l em fo r $134,14 2. 40. 

Some enthusiastic s upport e rs o f We st End g a v e t heir land to 
the corporation t o be u sed if needed . Some of it wa s purchased. Other 
land l ate r was t urned back t o t he o wners. 

The corporation went to wo rk on t he largest resort hotel ever 
buil t in P i edmont North Caro lina - a J OO-foot-long , three-s to r ied r ustic 
s trueture . It was called Ho t.el Ziru:endo r f a f ter the man who helped t he 
Moravians obtain their land here. 

The site selected was the cres t of the hill in Wes t En d 
just west of the present inte rsection of w. Fo ur t h and Glade Streets 
behi nd the area now occupi ed by the Pilo t Life Ins urance Compa ny bui l di ng . 

The worknten t ook pr i de in thei r const r uc t ion. Thei r i nter est 
was he i ghtened s omewha t b y t he v isit to the st r uctur e almost eve r y day of 

some cor porat ion s tockho lders. 

All the hero i c firemen of both tovns could do was loa d thei r 
hos e and wa t c h t he fi re destroy t he most magni f icent hote l Pi e dmont Nor th 

Caro lin a had e v e r seen. 

cadets Fought r i re 

The fir e was s o intens e t hat the heat was fel t b locks away. 
Dav is School cade t s , ""ho had seen t he fire a nd r ushed t o the s cene , and 
volunteer f i rmnen were ke p t busy put t i ng out f ires on the r oof s of ad
jacent buildings caugh t b y sparks from the f lying shin9les . 

I n a little more than two ho urs , the hotel had burned to the 
gro und. The Thanks9iving dinner, which had been saved by ho t e l employees, 
was t.aken to a g r ove of t rees on the northwest s ide of the r uins; a nd eaten 
pic nic-styl e . Firuien and cadets joined t he quests in t he feast . 

As if t o add i nsul t t o injury, a mon t h later three new homes 
in We s t End burned d own o n t he Salfle d a y. 

"TO BE CONTI NUED" 

Leather Wood Silver Gold Plates Bowls Mugs Pots 
Glass Vases Jewelry Metal Rugs Weaving Lace Tab! 
ecloths Napkins Hats Whistles Baskets Mirrors Tea 
pots Postcards Earrings Pendants Bracelets Candle 
sticks Clay Bakeware Casseroles Dinnerware Ballo 
ons Scarves Prints Photographs Furniture Belts Poe 
ketbooks Chairs Tables Desks Boxes Glasses Lamps 
Stained Glass Ornaments Wrought Iron T eacozy Le 
ather Wood Silver Gold Plates Bowls Mugs Pots Gia 
ss Vases Jewelry Metal Rugs Weaving Lace Tableclo 
ths Napkins Hats Whistles Baskets Mirrors Teapots 
Postcards Earrings Pendants Bracelets Candlesticks 

The Craft Shop 
300 South Main Street 
Winston-Salem, NC 

7Z3-4125 


