
THE WEST END ASSOCIATION BOARD MEETING 

The next Board Meeting of the West End Association will be held at 8:00 p.rn. 
on Tuesday, November 10, at the home of Chris and Mary Beth Chapman, 1017 
West Fifth Street. Please inform the President if you can not attend. 
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

At the time you are reading this newsletter, members of the Board 
of Directors of the West End Association are actively conducting a membership 
drive. We have prepared a brochure desc ribing the history of the West End 
neighborhood and the West End Association which also sets forth our goals, 
purposes , and actively solicits the membership of others in our neighborhood. 
If any of you are aware of persons who wish to become members of the associa­
tion, please let any Board Member know of their interest and we will personally 
get in touch with them and give them a copy of our new brochure. Dues are tax 
deductible at Sl0.00 a year per family, $7.50 per single members, $5. 00 for 
Senior Citizens and full time students . Anyone can join by simply sending 
their name, address , and telephone number with a check t o THE WEST ENO ASSO­
CIATION, Post Office Box 161, Winston-Salem, NC 27102. Please joi n us in our 
effort. 

WEST END ASSOCIATION BOARD MINUTES 

October, 1981 

The October meeting of the West End Association was held at the 
home of Martha and Bill Harpe r on Tuesday the 13th. Only two of the twelve 
seats on the Board were not r epresented and all of the officers were pre­
sented. 

Renee Callahan reported for the public relations committee on 
their efforts to close some of the more serious loop-holes in the Ci ty/County 
zoning law. The pr oblem is both simp le and comp l ex. Simple in the fact that 
the present law is of l itt l e or no va lue because it is vague and easy to 
circumvent. Complex in that the politicians who administer the law want it 
the way it is because it gives them the opportunity to wheel and deal. Any 
plan to change this situation must be carefully conceived. The committee 
has l ooked at zoning plans recently adopted by other cities. Their r ecom­
mendation is to establish two new zoning classifications: RIR (where only 
residential use would be permitted) and RIB (where some small businesses 
could be mixed with residential use). This change was proposed in a letter 
to Mr. Harry Wiler of the City Planning Board staff. 

The West End Association has endorsed the plan and Bill Harper, 
Renee and other members of the committee plan to " take it on the road" to 
o ther neighborhood associations in an effort to get them to add their 
endorsement. 

Next came the hot potato. The Winston-Salent Journal carried an 
article which stated that the West End Assoc iation had proposed to the City 
Parks Department that a fe e (something like $60.00) be charged f or events 
held in Grace Court Park and that the money be used for maintenance o f the 
park. A numbe r o f wedd ings, parties and soc ial gatherings (in addition t o 
the West End events) ha ve been held in the Gazebo since the park was dedi­
cated. 

First , the West End Association has mad e no such proposal. 
Establi s hing a policy of forma l reservations would ce rtainly cause major 
problems for West End events which are scheduled only week s in advance 
because many of the performers are vo lunteer a nd work us into the ir play 
for pay schedules. Bill Harper will contact the Parks Department to see 
what the story i s. 



HI STORY Oc THE WEST END 

Part II 

Dis appointed over the turn o f events , l eade r s in the hot e l an d 
land corporation decided t o once again take stock o f which way to turn . Th ey 
l ooked over a map of Winston , then 43 years old, and decided that the empha s i s 
s hould be p laced on fine , we ll-constructed homes along West End Boulevar d , 
Fourth a nd Fifth Streets , Swnrnit Street and a ll the connecting streets that 
we r e developing. The y foWld that West End was being pushed far the r west by 
the growth of the t own which had been stymied for i ts first 20 years by lack 
of capita l and the problems of the Ci vil War. Some of t he original f ine homes 
in Wi ns ton , for i nstance, had been built as close do~~town a s the corner of 
Fourth and Trade , Second and Ma in and Third and Cherry Stree ts. Or ig i nally, 
the wester n part o f what is now t he business d i strict had been laid out a s a 
housing development wi th the names of t he streets all being adopt ed from trees , 
a familiar practi ce of develope r s . Trade St r ee t o riginally was Elm Street. 
Mar shall originally was Pine . The other streets now bear their s ame names -
Cherry, Spruce and Popl ar. With the town expanding to take up this originally­
allocated h ous ing a r ea, these people - many o f them of conside r ab l e means -
would be seeking close-in site s f or fine home s . The hot e l and land corpora­
tion decided its f uture wa s in the field of fine home development . The dr eam 
of making Winston a resort died. 

Si tes Were Large 

I n the next 20 years , Wes t End became the most impo r tant single 
res ident ial area in North Ca r olina. Most of its fine homes oc cupied sites 
100 feet wide a nd 250 fee t deep. Four - and - a Half Street originally 
wasn ' t a street at all but an a l ley which gave homeowners on both Four th 
and Fifth Street s access to the stables a t the rear of t hei r p roperty. It 
wa s not t he p roperty but the people who were t o make West End a fa scinating 
place t o live. !-nstly the y were t he young, vibrant leaders of a g r owing 
t own . On t he north side of Fifth at Poplar l i ved the Gorrell Families -
t hree houses s trong . At the othe r end of t he b l ock, the five daugh ters of 
Joseph Bitting kept the young men of the t own beating a path to t he ir door. 
One of them, Kate , married her accross - the - street neighbor, Will Reyno l ds. 
On the o t her s i de of the street , there were the Williarnsons, the Reynol ds, the 
Grays , the Moseleys and others . The West End section wa s fill ed with peool e 
who worked for the future of their town . On Fourth Street lived Robe r t B~oadnax 
Glenn, the onl y gove r nor Forsyth County has ever provided (19 05 - 09). Then 
t here we r e the She ltons . Craiges , Griffiths , Harpers , Noels , Owens , Wilsons , 
Keys, Lawrences , Patte r sons , Stocktons , Boggs , Taylors , Cr awfords , Watkins , 
Hanes , Bohannons , Grimes , J ones, Swinks , Maslins, Marl ers, Rosenbachers , 
Daltons , Ogburns , Browns, Liipfe r ts, Sheppa r ds , and Poindexters , to mention 
a f ew. Residents of West End carefully avoided s candal a nd developed f o r 
t hemse l ves 11 a specia l kind of integrity." When A. B. Gorrel l wa s e lected 
mayor in 187 9 , for instance , he lived at the corner of Poplar Street and a 
very muddy , undesirable Fifth Street. His neighbors went to see him, aski ng 
that he do something irmnediately to alleviate the "unbearable" condition of 
their street. 11 No, no," he said. "Don 't ask that. This is the very l ast 
s treet I shall consider improving. For nobody must say that I used a publ i c 
off ice to benefit my own property. " When a decision was being reached in 190 4 
f or the loca tion of the town ' s f i r st l ibrary , some of the l eaders of West End 
declined to put it in their a r ea because i t wo uldn't be centrally l oca ted f or 
people in the distant part s o f town . It wa s built at Third and Cher r y Streets. 
The peop l e of West End developed a c lose attachmen t fo r each other . When R. 
B. Kerner wa s mayo r in the 1890 ' s it was corranon to see h im hurryi ng i n hi s 
buggy to answer a fire call. He rarely mi s sed going to a fir e when he wa s 
mayor. And he usually had a line of buggies raci ng behind him . 
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Di ed in Of fice 

Whether t his had anythi ng t o do with h is f a t e isn ' t known . b ut he 
was the only mayo r of Win s t on to die whil e he was in o ff ice. Prac ti cal l y 
e very man i n West End wa s a vo l unte er firemen , too . Whil e they and their 
families liked t o think of the job as a c ivic duty , t he r e was one enco urage ­
ment tha t brought weal t hy men out to battle blazes : Volunteer firemen we r e 
e xc used from paying town pr oper ty t axes . Fo l ks in West End we r e frequent 
visito r s in ea ch other ' s homes . IL wa s traditio nal that e veryo ne in the 
sec t ion held open house on New Year ' s Day . One man r ecall s v i s iting 52 homes 
on one such day . Before the news paper started publishing daily, Wes t End 
homes used t o pass news - particularly notice s of deaths - from hom e t o home 
wi th the he l p of thei r servants. West End residen ts were quick t o offer 
suggestions f or the improvements of their section . r1rs . W. B. (Bill) Ta yl or, 
who lived on W. Fourth Street , wrote the Journal on De c . 21, 1903 : "One of 
the greatest needs o f the 'l\Yin City is a pre t t y public s quare with a nice 
driveway arow-id it at the West End terminus o f the street railway t o take 
the place o f ou r ugly , unkempt, public cow pasture. Mrs. E . L. Lockett 
fough t a years - long campaign for c lean stree t s i n Winston. Chr isti ne Walke r 
wo rk ed t o get Wes t End Boulevard paved and lighted - a nd didn 't give up unt i l 
it was. I n the big houses t ha t dotted We s t End , some i mportant decis i ons 
in the history o f Wi ns t o n were made . H. Montag ue stood one n i ght in 1887 
in t he Robah Gray house t o proclaim that he would estab l ish an award t o 
inspi r e high schoo l scho l ars - a medal whi c h today is the highest hono r 
a student can win here. Cicero Tise , who mo ved from t he norther n part of 
t own to build the house now u sed by the Woman ' s Club , helped p lan ·the 
f o rmation of Chi l dren 1 s Home i n his l iving room. 

s .upported Me rger 

J . L. Ludlow he l ped write t he speeches in hi s den ~hat were to 
be the loudest voice in the cry f or mergi ng Wins t on and Salem. In othe r homes , 
l aw firms were found ed, businesses were fo rmed and new p r oduc t s deve l oped. 
But as West End reached its go l den moment and workme n buil t t1omes on t he 
steep sides o f Summit hill , t he handwriting again appeared on t he wall . It 
was apparent that within the next few years, Wjns t on 1 s growing business d i strict 
wo uld need r oom t o expand. I t cou ld expand only t o t he ·..;est. West End suf ­
fered one of its biggest blows when R. J. Re ynolds f ounded his Reynolda i n 
1908 and shortly afterward moved out. Other leaders began t o ponde r t he 
move . Some wen t a l ong way. R. E. La sater, W. N. Reynolds and S . Cl a y 
W i llia~s moved to t he Yadkin River . But most o f the othe rs Moved to Reynal da, 
Countr y Club or Buena Vista. By 1920 , West End was begi nn ing to give way to 
a westward movement . It was appar ent that those moving ou t ~ ere going to hav e 
to give se r ious though t t o the use o f the land the y had p rized and loved. 
The decision came in one word: Chur c hes. 

(TO BE CONTIN UZD) 
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